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that we could see little of Cape Pillar,1 where the Magellan Straits
enter the Pacific Ocean. Our own course was up the water-
ways between the western coast of Patagonia and the islands
which lie of the coast. It is a route that is little taken, owing
to the dangers of navigation. Not only is much of it uncharted
and unsurveyed, but it is also unlighted, and its passage is
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excluded by the ordinary insurance terms of merchant ships;
.they consequently pass out at once into the open sea at Cape -
Pillar.   We turned north at Smyth's Channel, the first of these

2 Cape Pillar is. the name which has been given to Magellan's " Cape
Deseado " since the days of Sir John Narborough; it has two peaks, ot which
the^western one is like a pillar, , The point which on the chart is named
Deseado lies two miles to the south-west and could not possibly have
been seen by Magellan: see Early Spanish Voyages, and the Straits of
Magellan^ edited by Sir C. Markham, Hakluyt Series II. vol. aocviii ,